
 Warrior Way, Monday, May19, 2014 : That Still, Small Voice (or I’m Hearing Things)
School Wide Expectation:
Stay Positive, Act Respectfully, Know Success
Setting:



Community
Lesson Focus:


You are a representative of your school; WE WANT YOU TO COME BACK!

Purpose of the Lesson
1. Demonstrate The Warrior Way within the community this summer

SEL standard(s) met:  3A.3b; 3C.3b
Discussion Points

These discussion questions can be used for discussion purposes, role-plays, for writing prompts, or for topics of debate to teach appropriate ways to argue a point.

1. “I just can’t wait!  School’s almost over!”
Know what?  The teachers can’t wait, either!  We’re all excited about our plans for our time off.  We all need to remember that we are representatives of our school, and we want to show that pride.
2. “Aw, man…can’t I just be a kid?”
Of course, be a kid…you are.  Have fun, do cool stuff, hang out with friends, play in the sprinklers!  Just be a kid who makes good choices.  I’ll bet there have been times when you were going to do something, but there was a little nagging voice inside your head saying, “Ummm….are you SURE this is what you want to do?”

Listen to that voice.  That’s your brain trying to put the brakes on; your brain is trying to get your attention, to ask if what you are about to do or say is positive, respectful, or will move you toward your personal goal of success.  

3. “So I have to listen to the adults, and now to some voice in my head?  People will think I’m nuts.”

Come on, that voice in your head is called your conscience.  It’s the part of your brain that helps you tell right from wrong.  When that voice speaks up, it means there is a decision you have to make:

· Is what I’m about to do illegal, and would cause embarrassment to me or my family?

· Is what I’m about to do going to hurt someone’s feelings for no good reason?

· Is what I’m about to do going to cause some harm to another person or to a local business?

· Is what I’m about to do dangerous to me, or to someone else?

· What if my actions were published on the front page of the newspaper?  Would I be proud of myself, or profoundly embarrassed?

· Would my choice destroy my life, someone else’s life, or ruin my chances of achieving my long-term goals?

4. “Geez!  That last one is nasty.  What could I possibly do that would destroy my life?  I’m just a kid.”

Well, you could choose to drink alcohol; you could choose to ride in a car when you know the driver has been drinking.  You could choose to smoke.  You could let your emotions get the better of you, and beat someone so badly that they are disabled for life.  You could hang out with a dangerous, edgy group of kids who pressure you to make what you know is the wrong choice, just so you can “belong” to their group.  You could ride your bike carelessly, lose control, and be hit by a car.  You could push a joke so far that you are the one who gets beaten up by someone else.  You could steal from a store and end up with a criminal record (getting fingerprinted is awful).

5. “Yeah, but I wouldn’t do any of that stuff!”

WE KNOW!  That’s because you’ve learned how to Stay Positive, how to Act Respectfully, and as a result, you Know Success.  The vast majority of you will make the right choices and will have a wonderful summer.  Just remember…when you wonder if you should do something:  think of the Warrior Way!
Reinforcement Activities

1. Talk about your personal plans for the summer.

2. If appropriate, share a time were you made the wrong choice, and had to make amends, or were embarrassed and had to live with the results.
