Warrior Way, November 10, 2014: Dealing with Gossip  
School Wide Expectation:

Stay Positive and not spread rumors 
Setting:



Classrooms, Hallways, Lunchroom, Community

Lesson Focus:



Dealing with Gossip 
Purpose of the Lesson
Gossip is talking about other people and spreading rumors.  Gossip can start out as harmless but it can become very hurtful.   When you are speaking about another classmate or friend, please think about if you should be sharing the information or not.  Asking around to find out if a rumor is true will often perpetuate the rumor and make the situation worse  

Don’t participate in gossip!  Let people know that you are only interested in what you know is true.  Spreading rumors and talking negatively about others does not help.  

SEL standard(s) met:  3A.3a; 3B3a
Discussion Points

These discussion questions can be used for discussion purposes, role-plays, for writing prompts, or for topics of debate to teach appropriate ways to argue a point.

1. What are some examples of gossip and how gossip can hurt others?  Discuss how sometimes students hear gossip and repeat it when they do not even know it is true.  One example is telling a secret to embarrass a classmate on purpose.  

2.  When you know or hear something about someone, think about how you would feel if someone was talking about you.

3. If there is a problem between others, let them work it out on their own.  If you are not part of the problem, you are part of the solution.

4. When you hear others gossiping and talking about someone, what happens if you ignore them and don’t participate? 

5. MYOB—Mind Your Own Business

Scenarios/Role Play

1. A student says he saw Clyde steal a classmate’s pencil.  That student tells a friend and his friend tells the whole class.  The whole class is angry and yells at Bobby.  
2. Two girls in your class are having an argument.  The rest of the class begins to take sides and argue.
3. You hear that Sue is upset because her parents are getting a divorce.  You tell your classmates, so they know why she’s sad. 
Reinforcement Activities

1. Make MYOB signs to remind the class to Mind Your Own Business.
2.  Give Warrior Bucks when students leave others alone and mind their own business.  
